
High School English Grades - 9th-12*   
(19th Century Literature and Composition) 
 

This comprehensive college prep high school English course will study two specific aspects of 
19th century literature, an era of great transition in literature.  The first semester will study the 
changing style and content of 19th century literature from Great Britain; the second semester 
will study Gothic literature, both British and American.  In each semester we will read at least 
three samples of the genre.  We will study the historical and cultural settings in which they 
were written, the purposes for which they were written, and the lives of the 19th century 
authors.  The composition portion will focus heavily on the seven primary essay types along 
with some creative writing.  Each week at home the student will read, do occasional worksheets 
and/or study guide questions.  In class students will take quizzes over the week’s reading, take 
notes from lecture, and be given composition instruction to be completed at home.  There will 
be two tests per semester, one midterm and one final.  

 
Course Objectives: 
 
* Introduce students to quality classic high school level literature  
* Learn the process for putting together structured analytical essays 
* Expand the skill of taking notes from lecture 
* Acquire various broadly applicable academic and organizational skills 
* Practice the essential life skills of following instructions and being responsible for 
 one’s own tasks 
* Prepare students for their next level of education 
 
Required Books: Any edition, including ebook or audiobook, as long as it is in the  
   original language and length (no abridged versions)  
 
 Pride and Prejudice  (Jane Austen) 
 Oliver Twist (Charles Dickens)  CHANGE: A Tale of Two Cities (Charles Dickens) 
 The Time Machine (H.G. Wells) 
 The Castle of Otranto (Horace Walpole) 
 Frankenstein  (Mary Shelley) 
 The Yellow Wallpaper  (Charlotte Perkins Gilman) - short story – online 
 The Lottery (Shirley Jackson) - short story – online 
 Assorted short stories & poems of Edgar Allen Poe (list available from teacher) - online 

 
Teacher: Angela Griffin 
  808-4990 (cell) 
  angelainok@cox.net 
 

*Excel guidelines require students to be 14 by August 1st to be considered in 9th grade 

mailto:angelainok@cox.net


Supply List:  
*  Three ring binder, 1 ½ to 2 inch thick  
*  One set of 6 tab dividers  
*  Loose leaf paper  
*  Blue or black pens 
 
 
Additional requirements:  
 
 Internet access (including a Google account), e-mail, word processing, library 
 card and a working printer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROJECTED HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH CLASSES: 
 
2023-2024  World Literature 
 
2024-2025  American Literature 
 
2025-2026  British Literature 
 
2026-2027  19th Century Literature  
 

 


